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MANAGERS’ MESSAGE 

Happy March, Winward Lakes!   
 We are happy to see March arrive—it means the 
warmer weather should soon be here to stay, and 
these cold nights, where the temperature has been 
dropping way lower than we like, will be gone 
for another year.  For Christian and I, this has 
felt like a cold winter.  I am embarrassed to ad-
mit that I have had the heat on more times then I 
can ever remember while living in Florida.  
 
But I know we should not complain.  As I am 
sitting here writing this, it is a beautiful, sunny 

afternoon.  Still a little nippy outside, and a sweater is definitely warranted,  but 
it is far nicer than it was when I stepped outside this morning  to a temperature of 
about 47 degrees!!  
Sometimes when I’m speaking to my mother-in-law (who lives in  Boston), and I 
comment on Boston’s frigid temperatures, she tells me  “there is no such thing as it 
being too cold outside; you are just not wearing enough clothing.”  No, I’m sorry, 
but I do not believe that for one second!  I remember countless times when I was 
young living in Toronto, I would go outside and it felt like my eyeballs were 
starting to freeze, and my eyelashes would actually have frost on them. I remem-
ber chipping ice from my car’s windshield, and brushing a foot of snow off its 
roof so that I could see to drive.  Christian remembers the same, but the worst ex-
perience he had was shoveling a very long driveway during the great snow storm 
of 1978. Yes, those memories are forever instilled in our minds and the reason we 
choose to live in more favorable climates.    
  
Personally,  we love the sun, sand and beach. We love the feel of  warm breezes,  
walks in the evening without the need of a sweater, barbecues in the afternoon,  la-
zy days at the beach or a fun day on a boat.  Bring on summer!  You won’t hear 
us complaining about the heat:) 
 
Take a deep breath and enjoy life!! 
 
Dana and Christian Serino 
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COMMUNITY MATTERS 

Plumbing Issues 

Residents have been experi-
encing blockages in their 
plumbing, and it has been 
brought to our attention that the 
main cause of this is from peo-
ple flushing wipes.  PLEASE 
REFRAIN FROM FLUSHING 
ANYTHING EXCEPT TOILET 
PAPER!!!  These backups are 
preventable.  Wipes  are not 
safe to flush even if the pack-
age says they are.  Thank you 
for your cooperation. 

Community  
Improvements 

 

As you are aware, Christian 
and I are hands-on with many 
of the improvements in this 
community.  This means, how-
ever, that we will not always 
be sitting in the office, but can 
be found working in and 
around the community.  Rest 
assured, we can  ALWAYS be 
contacted.  If our office assis-
tant, Kevin, is not in the office, 
you can always reach us by 
phone / text / or email (the 
number is posted on the door).  
Or drive around—look for our 
golf cart and you will find us 
(hammer or paint brush in 
hand, mind you) . 

Daylight Savings Time 

Remember to  move your 
clocks ahead one hour 
on  Sunday, March 12!! 

Front Gate Clickers 

We have now received a limited 
number of replacement clickers 
for the front gate.  If you already 
have one, please do not request 
another as these are meant to 
replace only broken clickers.  
The cost of a clicker is $35.00. 

Back Gate Now Working 

The back gate is now working cor-
rectly.  If you wish to use the pe-
destrian entrance / exit, there is a 
code for access.  Please call the 
office for the code. 

Guests 

Just another reminder that 
all guests staying overnight 
must have their names regis-
tered with the office.  If you 
did not receive our latest 
email on the subject, please 
contact the office and we will 
resend it. 

Pool 
Unfortunately, our beautiful pool 
has sprung a leak.  We contracted 
a commercial pool leak detection 
company who have ascertained 
where the leak is.  The repair will 
take approximately two weeks, so 
the pool will remain closed during 
this time. Once this has been 
scheduled, we will advise of the 
pool closure dates. 

We apologize for any inconven-
ience this may cause. 
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What’s Happening in Tampa Bay 

 

Florida Strawberry Festival - March 2rd to 23th, 2023 

Nothing says springtime like Florida Strawberry Festival! This en-
tertainment-loaded festival makes the most of the sunny spring 
weather as it takes over Plant City for 10 days celebrating straw-
berry season!  Enter eating contests, catch a youth livestock show, 
watch bands battle it out on the stage, and explore the sprawl of 
festivities welcoming all. The Florida Strawberry Festival offers lots 
to love!  
 

 

 

Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg 

 March 2nd to 5th, 2023 

Downtown St. Petersburg 

The IndyCar season opening event, the Firestone Grand Prix, rac-
es through the streets on a waterfront street course. Expect celeb-
rity athletes, live entertainment and interactive activities. 
gpstpete.com  

 

 

 

Mayor's River O'Green Fest - TBA 

Feel extra lucky next year with the annual Mayor’s River O’Green 
Fest! Join the mayor and the rest of Downtown Tampa as they die 
the Hillsborough River green in honor of St. Patrick’s day.  Cele-
brate the Irish way and enjoy other festive activities on the River-
walk as you watch the river change into a lucky shade!  
Riverogreen.com 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unation.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=92785&action=elementor
https://www.unation.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=92785&action=elementor
https://s39900.p1513.sites.pressdns.com/stuff-to-do/tampa-bay/plant-city/
http://gpstpete.com/
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St. Patrick’s Day 

St. Patrick’s Day, feast day (March 17) of St. Patrick, patron saint of Ireland. Born in Roman Brit-
ain in the late 4th century, he was kidnapped at the age of 16 and taken to Ireland as a slave. He es-
caped but returned about 432 CE to convert the Irish to Christianity. By the time of his death on 
March 17, 461, he had established monasteries, churches, and schools. Many legends grew up 
around him—for example, that he drove the snakes out of Ireland and used the shamrock to ex-
plain the Trinity. Ireland came to celebrate his day with religious services and feasts. Saint Pat-
rick's Day is celebrated on Thursday, March 17, 2022.   
 

It was emigrants, particularly to the United States, who transformed St. Patrick’s Day into a large-
ly secular holiday of revelry and celebration of things Irish. Cities with large numbers of Irish im-
migrants, who often wielded political power, staged the most extensive celebrations, which includ-
ed elaborate parades. Boston held its first St. Patrick’s Day parade in 1737, followed by New York 
City in 1762. Since 1962 Chicago has colored its river green to mark the holiday. (Although blue 
was the color traditionally associated with St. Patrick, green is now commonly connected with the 
day.) Irish and non-Irish alike commonly participate in the “wearing of the green”—sporting an 

item of green clothing or a shamrock, the Irish nation-
al plant, in the lapel. Corned beef and cabbage are as-
sociated with the holiday, and even beer is sometimes 
dyed green to celebrate the day. Although some of 
these practices eventually were adopted by the Irish 
themselves, they did so largely for the benefit of tour-
ists.  
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BEWARE OF BOFU (CANE) TOADS 

As the weather starts to warm and the 
rainy season commences, we will start 
to see an uptick in these dangerous 
toads.   
The bofu toad (also known as the cane, 
giant or marine toad) is a large, non-

native amphibian that has been intro-
duced into Florida. Bofu toads are con-
sidered an invasive species and are poi-
sonous to most animals that try to bite or 
consume them.  Bufos are seen mainly 
during the rainy season (late May to mid-

October) and most often at night, near lit 
areas, as the bugs attract them. They are seen much less frequently during day-
light hours but can be found hiding under vegetation. 
 

Bofu toads are reddish-brown to grayish-brown with a light-yellow or beige belly 
and can be uniform in color or have darker markings around the body. They have 
enlarged glands behind the eyes, which angle downward onto the shoulders. The 
glands secrete a potent milky-white toxin (bufotoxin) as defense against predators 
including domestic pets.  Bofu toads generally range in size from 6 to 9 inches in 
length. They can be confused with the native southern toad, however, adult  bofu 
toads are much larger than adult southern toads which only grow to a maximum of 
approximately 3 to 4 inches.  Bofu toads do not have ridges across the head, as 
seen in the southern toad. 
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First Aid for Bufo Toad Toxin 

If your pet licks or otherwise takes the toad into his or her mouth, immediately 
rinse the mouth with a drippy wet washcloth several times to remove any toxin 
from the mouth. Do not use a hose to rinse the mouth as water can easily be 
forced into the lungs, causing more problems. Proceed to the nearest veterinary 
clinic or emergency clinic as time is of the essence: the smaller the pet or the larg-
er the toad, the greater the risk of toxicity. 
Do not attempt to treat this at home. Untreated, the death rate for exposure 
to Bufo marinus may approach 100%. 
 

Symptoms of Bufo toxin exposure are apparent almost immediately and include: 
• Profuse foamy salivation that looks like shaving cream 

• Difficulty breathing 

• Brick-red gums 

• Convulsions 

• Paralysis 

• Uncoordinated staggering 

• Ventricular fibrillation 

• Vomiting 

 

Preventing Bufo Toad Exposure to Pets 

To avoid attracting toads to areas with pets, do not leave pet food in open dish-
es in the yard as Bufos are attracted to food and water dishes and may sit in 
the rim long enough to leave enough toxin to make a pet ill OR CAUSE 
DEATH. A cat or dog that licks or mouths a Bufo could get a hefty dose of the 
toad’s toxins. 
 

Keeping your dog on a leash and well-supervised when outdoors should be suffi-
cient to prevent Bufo toad toxicity. Carry a flashlight at night so that if the dog 
seems overly curious about something, you can check it out. These toads don’t 
attack, but a curious dog sniffing or licking the toad can get poisoned as a result. 
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St. Patrick’s Day Recipes 

Corned Beef and Cabbage 

 

 

 

Colcannon Shepherd’s Pie 
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March  Birthdays 

Joyce B.  Joseph S. 
David W.  Tal S. 
Dennis V.  Diana P. 
Joe C.  Emily W. 
Paul H.  William M. 
Valynnda B. Larry L. 
Elba A.  Glenn D. 
Dianna C.  William S. 
Deborah D.  Sally Jo C. 
 

PISCES AND ARIES 

Pisces (February 19– March 20)  If you looked up the word "psychic" in the dic-
tionary, there would definitely be a picture of Pisces next to it. Pisces is the 
most intuitive, sensitive, and empathetic sign of the entire zodiac — and that’s 
because it’s the last of the last. As the final sign, Pisces has absorbed every 
lesson — the joys and the pain, the hopes and the fears — learned by all of the 
other signs. It's symbolized by two fish swimming in opposite directions, repre-
senting the constant division of Pisces' attention between fantasy and reality.   
 

Aries (March 21—April 19)  The first sign of the zodiac, Aries loves to be num-
ber one. Naturally, this dynamic fire sign is no stranger to competition. Bold and 
ambitious, Aries dives headfirst into even the most challenging situations—and 
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  MARKETPLACE 

 

 

   FOR SALE 

 

Cullins Family Farm in Aquaculture 

Fresh Clams! 
Free Delivery for Winward Lakes 

 

Little Necks: 100 Count $25.00 

Middle Necks: 100 Count $30.00 

Top Necks:   50 Count $35.00 when available 

 

Call Dave—813-245-3942 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINWARD LAKES REFERRAL  
PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to earn some extra cash?  Refer a friend, co-worker, or family member to our community, and when they 
move in, you will receive $1,000.00!  Not only will you help fill our community with quality residents whom you 
love to spend time with, but you will earn $1,000.00 for doing so!!!   
 

To qualify for the referral fee: 
 

• Your referral must be someone who has not previously contacted nor been contacted by Winward Lakes 

• Your referral must not have been previously referred by another resident 
• Your referral must purchase either a lot, an exiting home or a model home in Winward Lakes 

• Your referral must meet the criteria to move into Winward Lakes (55+ and successful completion of back-
ground check / Application 

• Your referral must physically move in 

Contact us for more information, or to get a Referral Fee Form.  How easy is that??? 

 

*This offer does not apply to homes listed for less than $10,000.00. 
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FIVE REASONS TO LIST YOUR HOME WITH US 

1. We know Winward Lakes...As your Community Manager, we are  Park Place Housing Sales Consult-
ants—and are very familiar with Winward Lakes.  We live here too, and we can talk about it as a resi-
dent, a manager and a salesperson! 

2. We know the market….. Park Place Housing sells homes throughout the West Coast of Florida.  We 
know what homes are selling for and what buyers are willing to pay. 

3. We know home sales… we are in the business of selling homes—it’s an art and a science and we’re 
good at both!  We know how to capture a serious buyer’s interest and how to turn a “looker” into a buyer. 

4. We know people...we know how to talk with “lookers” and serious buyers—and, we know how to tell the 
difference.  We’re skilled in pointing out the features of the homes we sell as well as the benefits of our 
community.  We know how to find out what buyers are looking for and match them to the home that 
meets their needs and wants! 

5. We advertise...We feature homes for sale on our website, in newspaper ads, and on our signs.  If it is 
listed with Park Place Housing… People know about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL US FIRST!!!! 

Just a reminder  that Christian and I not only manage Winward Lakes, but we SELL homes 
here also!!  We are  as passionate about sales as we are about managing! If you are planning 
to sell your home, or are in the market to upgrade and would like to buy a new home here in 
Winward Lakes, we are the FIRST AND ONLY call you need to make!!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 



     WINWARD LAKES FUN AND GAMES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know…. 
• the Arctic Ocean is the smallest in the world 

• the most common mental illnesses are anxiety and depres-
sion 

• the word laser stands for 'Light Amplification by Stimulated 
Emission of Radiation' 

• That crocodiles never outgrow their enclosure 

• That reindeer hair is hollow inside like a tube 

Monthly Riddle   
 

I am a word of 5 letters and people eat me. If 
you remove the first letter, I become a form 
of energy. Remove the first two and I’m 
needed to live. Scramble the last 3 and you 
can drink me. What am I? 

 

Sudoku—Easy Level 

St. Patrick’s Day  Word Search  

Winter Crossword 



     WINWARD LAKES FUN AND GAMES ANSWERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Riddle   
 

I am a word of 5 letters and people eat me. If 
you remove the first letter, I become a form 
of energy. Remove the first two and I’m 
needed to live. Scramble the last 3 and you 
can drink me. What am I? 

 

Answer:  Wheat, heat, eat, tea 

Sudoku—Easy Level 

Winter Crossword 

For those of you who have been asking for the 
answers to our puzzles and riddles, here you 
go—But don’t be tempted to look unless you 
REALLY ARE STUMPED…... 

St Patrick’s Day Word Search 



MARCH 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

1 

RENT IS 
DUE 

2 

Trash Collection 

Coffee/Donuts 9:30 
am– BINGO 10:30am 

3 

Bible Study 

6pm Clubhouse 

 

4 

5 

 

6 

RENT IS  LATE 

Trash Collec-
tion 

7 

 

8 9    

Trash Collection 

Coffee/Donuts 9:30 
am– BINGO 10:30am 

Game Night—7pm 

10 

Bible Study 

6pm Clubhouse 

11 

12 

Daylight 
Savings -
Move Clocks 
Forward 
One Hour 

13 

Trash Collec-
tion 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

Trash Collection 

Coffee/Donuts 9:30 
am– BINGO 10:30am 

Game Night—7pm 

 

17 

Bible Study 

6pm Clubhouse 

St. Patrick’s Day  

18 

19 20 

Trash Collec-
tion  

 

21 22 

 

23 

Trash Collection 

Coffee/Donuts 9:30 
am– BINGO 10:30am 

Game Night—7pm 

24 

Bible Study 

6pm Clubhouse 

25 

26 

 

27 

Trash Collec-
tion 

28 29 30 

Trash Collection 

Coffee/Donuts 9:30 
am– BINGO 10:30am 

Game Night—7pm 

31  

       


